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The Monaro is essentially a region of 
some 14 861 square kilometres located 
in the south eastern corner of NSW. It 
is bounded by the Kosciusko highland 
to the west, the coastal escarpment to 
the east and the Victorian border to the 
south. Much of the Monaro has an eleva-
tion between 800–1000 m asl. The climate 
is regarded as sub-alpine; where winters 
are long and cold with periodic snowfalls 
occurring throughout the region. A notice-
able feature of the Monaro is the naturally 
‘treeless plain’ which tends to coincide 
with the basalt soils in the rain-shadow 
belt. Average annual rainfall varies from 
below 500 mm to in excess of 1000 mm. 
Pasture growing seasons are therefore 
severely limited as a result of the extreme 
climate however the stipoid grasses; ser-
rated tussock (Nassella trichotoma) and 
Chilean needlegrass (Nassella neesiana) are 
well adapted to this environment.

A survey conducted in 1997 by the CRC 
for weed management systems revealed 
that approximately 32% of the Monaro 
had varying levels of serrated tussock 
infestation, much of that presenting as 
a coverage of light and scattered plants. 
Serrated tussock is today well known to 
existing landholders, however in some 
cases this stipoid grass still exists as an 
unknown issue to new landholders and 
prospective buyers. Chilean needlegrass 
however, has only recently been discov-
ered at Cooma and Bombala. The size of 

the infestations indicate that this weed 
may have been established in the area 
for some years and has largely gone un-
noticed. Landholder awareness of Chilean 
needlegrass is unfortunately somewhat 
deficient, and it is certain that the major 
reason for spread of Chilean needlegrass 
has been in lack of suitable tools to assist 
appropriate identification and awareness. 

As part of an on-going extension cam-
paign to increase awareness within the 
rural and non-rural community, a series 
of posters has been produced by NSW 
Agriculture in conjunction with Landcare 
and three shire councils: Cooma-Monaro, 
Snowy River and Bombala. Six of the 
Monaro’s most significant weed prob-
lems including serrated tussock, Chilean 
needlegrass, African lovegrass, spiny burr 
grass, St. John’s wort, and thistles are rep-
resented in the series. The posters are of a 
large size and have been well received by 
both the rural and non-rural community 
at field days and local shows. Further dur-
ing other times these tools are displayed in 
the foyers of the shire councils to highlight 
the issues to the general community. In the 
short time these tools have been used in 
combination with other extension meth-
ods, community awareness has increased 
significantly as a result.

Other noxious weeds posters that will 
be developed in the future as part of the 
series include blackberry, willows, hore-
hound, fireweed and Scotch broom. 

Stipoid posters – another extension tool for the 
Monaro

Linda Ayres, NSW Agriculture, Cooma, New South Wales 2630, Australia


